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1
IMAGE PROCESSOR AND IMAGE
PROCESSING METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is based on, and claims priority
from Japanese Patent Application Serial Numbers 2014-
202326, 2014-202327, and 2014-202328, the disclosure of
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to an image processor and
an image processing method.

2. Related Art

JP2009-25862 A describes an image processor that detects
an edge value for each pixel in an input image and changes
a filter to apply among multiple enhancement filters depend-
ing on the detected edge value. JP2009-25862A further
describes an image is smoothed first and then edge value
detection is performed, so as to achieve reliable edge value
detection with little effect of noise.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure is directed to an image processor
including a denoising circuit configured to remove noise
from an image and an edge enhancement circuit connected
in a stage subsequent to the denoising circuit and configured
to enhance an edge in the image. The denoising circuit
includes a lowpass filter configured to remove noise from
the image, a first edge detection circuit configured to detect
an edge in the image, a first edge strength calculation circuit
configured to calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the
image based on a result of detection by the first edge
detection circuit, and a first filter strength setting circuit
configured to set a filter strength of the lowpass filter for
each pixel, based on the edge strength calculated by the first
edge strength calculation circuit. The edge enhancement
circuit includes an edge enhancement filter configured to
enhance an edge in the image, a second edge detection
circuit configured to detect the edge in the image, a second
edge strength calculation circuit configured to calculate an
edge strength of each pixel in the image, based on a result
of detection by the second edge detection circuit, and an
enhancement strength setting circuit configured to set an
edge enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
for each pixel, based on the edge strength calculated by the
second edge strength calculation circuit.

The present disclosure is also directed to an image pro-
cessing method including removing noise from an image,
and enhancing an edge in the image after the removing
noise. The removing noise includes removing noise from the
image by a lowpass filter, detecting an edge in the image,
calculating an edge strength of each pixel in the image based
on a result of detection in the detecting an edge in the
removing noise, and setting a filter strength of the lowpass
filter for each pixel, based on the edge strength calculated in
the calculating an edge strength in the removing noise. The
enhancing an edge includes enhancing the edge in the image
by an edge enhancement filter, detecting the edge in the
image; calculating an edge strength of each pixel in the
image, based on a result of detection from the detecting the
edge in the enhancing an edge, and setting an edge enhance-
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2

ment strength of the edge enhancement filter for each pixel,
based on the edge strength calculated in the calculating an
edge strength in the enhancing an edge.

These and other objects, features, aspects, and advantages
of the present disclosure will become more apparent from
the following detailed description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
image processor according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the
denoising unit.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting of
a filter strength by the filter strength setting unit.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting of
an enhancement strength by the enhancement strength set-
ting unit.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating another example of setting
of an enhancement strength by the enhancement strength
setting unit.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit according to a first modification.

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit according to a second modification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, for purposes of
explanation, numerous specific details are set forth in order
to provide a thorough understanding of the disclosed
embodiments. It will be apparent, however, that one or more
embodiments may be practiced without these specific
details. In other instances, well-known structures and
devices are schematically illustrated in order to simplify the
drawing.

According to the image processor described in JP2009-
25862A, when the effect of smoothing prior to edge
enhancement is excessive, edge is also smoothed, thus
appearing blurred in the enhanced image. On the other hand,
when the effect of smoothing prior to edge enhancement is
inadequate, noise is not removed completely, and thus is also
enhanced during edge enhancement. Thus the image pro-
cessor described in JP2009-25862A may smooth an image
first and then detect an edge value, but still finds difficulty
in achieving both noise suppression and edge enhancement
efficiently.

The present disclosure is directed to obtaining image
processor and image processing method that achieve both
noise suppression and edge enhancement efficiently.

According to an aspect of an image processor, a first edge
detection circuit is configured to detect an edge in an image,
and a first edge strength calculation circuit is configured to
calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the image based
on a result of detection by the first edge detection circuit.
The first filter strength setting circuit is configured to set a
filter strength of a lowpass filter for each pixel based on the
edge strength calculated by the first edge strength calcula-
tion circuit. This achieves adaptive change of the filter
strength of the lowpass filter for each pixel, depending on
the edge strength of each pixel. For example, the filter
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
relatively high, which removes noise efficiently, while the
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filter strength of pixels belonging to an edge area of the
image is set relatively low, which helps avoid smoothing of
edges. Thus edge enhancement is performed by the edge
enhancement circuit on the image from which noise has
been efficiently removed by the denoising circuit, which
helps avoid enhancement of noise in edge enhancement.
Consequently, noise suppression and edge enhancement are
both achieved efficiently.

A second edge detection circuit is configured to detect an
edge in the image. A second edge strength calculation circuit
is configured to calculate an edge strength of each pixel in
the image based on a result of detection by the second edge
detection circuit. An enhancement strength setting circuit is
configured to set an edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter for each pixel based on the edge strength
calculated by the second edge strength calculation circuit.
This achieves adaptive change of the enhancement strength
of the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
for each pixel depending on the edge strength of each pixel.
For example, the enhancement strength for pixels belonging
to a flat area of the image is set relatively low, which helps
avoid enhancement of residual noise, while the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the image is
set relatively high, which effectively enhances the edge.
Consequently, since enhancement of noise is avoided while
edges are enhanced, noise suppression and edge enhance-
ment are both achieved efficiently.

In some embodiments, the first filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set the filter strength for a pixel to a
first filter strength if the pixel has an edge strength lower
than a first threshold and belongs to a flat area of the image,
and set the filter strength for a pixel to a second filter strength
lower than the first filter strength if the pixel has an edge
strength higher than or equal to the first threshold and
belongs to an edge area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set to a
relatively high first filter strength, which removes noise in
the flat area efficiently. The filter strength for pixels belong-
ing to an edge area of the image is set to a relatively low
second filter strength, which helps avoid smoothing of
edges. Consequently, in denoising, smoothing of edges is
avoided while noise in the flat area is removed efficiently.

In some embodiments, the first filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set the filter strength for a pixel to a
third filter strength lower than the second filter strength if the
pixel has an edge strength higher than or equal to the second
threshold and belongs to an exceptional area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to an exceptional area of the image such as
a reflection area of a light source is set to a third filter
strength lower than the second filter strength, which helps
avoid smoothing of exceptional areas. Consequently, blur-
ring of an exceptional area to render the image artificial is
avoided in advance.

In some embodiments, the first filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set the second filter strength depend-
ing on the edge strength so as to decrease with an increase
in edge strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area.

According to such embodiments, the first filter strength
setting circuit is configured to set the second filter strength
depending on the edge strength so as to decrease with an
increase in edge strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area.
Such minute control of the second filter strength depending
on the edge strength achieves smooth change of the filter
strength of the lowpass filter, in comparison with setting a
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uniform filter strength for the whole edge area. This avoids
rendering the image artificial.

In some embodiments, the denoising circuit further
includes a frequency analyzing circuit configured to analyze
a spatial frequency of the edge based on a result of detection
by the first edge detection circuit and a range setting circuit
configured to set an allowable range of the filter strength of
the lowpass filter for each image based on a result of analysis
by the frequency analyzing circuit. The first filter strength
setting circuit is configured to set the filter strength of the
lowpass filter for each pixel within the allowable range set
by the range setting circuit, based on the edge strength
calculated by the first edge strength calculation circuit.

According to such embodiments, the frequency analyzing
circuit is configured to analyze a spatial frequency of the
edge based on a result of detection by the first edge detection
circuit. The range setting circuit is configured to set an
allowable range of the filter strength of the lowpass filter for
each image based on a result of analysis by the frequency
analyzing circuit. The first filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set the filter strength of the lowpass filter for
each pixel within the allowable range set by the range setting
circuit, based on the edge strength calculated by the first
edge strength calculation circuit. This achieves adaptive
change of the allowable range of the filter strength of the
lowpass filter for each image depending on spatial frequen-
cies of edges.

In some embodiments, the range setting circuit is config-
ured to set the allowable range so as to distribute the filter
strength in a relatively high range if the spatial frequency of
the edge centers on a relatively low frequency domain in the
image, and set the allowable range so as to distribute the
filter strength in a relatively low range if the spatial fre-
quency of the edge centers on a relatively high frequency
domain in the image.

According to such embodiments, for an image in which
spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively low
frequency domain (image including many flat areas), an
allowable range is set so that the filter strength is distributed
in a relatively high range, which removes noise in flat areas
efficiently. For an image in which spatial frequencies of
edges center on a relatively high frequency domain (image
including many middle- to high-frequency edges), an allow-
able range is set so that the filter strength is distributed in a
relatively low range, which helps avoid smoothing of edges.
Consequently, in denoising, smoothing of edges is avoided
while noise in the flat area is removed efficiently.

In some embodiments, the edge enhancement circuit
further includes a variation calculation circuit configured to
calculate a variation in the image, based on chronologically
successive images. The enhancement strength setting circuit
is configured to set the edge enhancement strength of the
edge enhancement filter for each pixel, based on the edge
strength calculated by the second edge strength calculation
circuit and the variation calculated by the variation calcu-
lation circuit.

According to such embodiments, the variation calculation
circuit is configured to calculate a variation in the image,
based on chronologically successive images. The enhance-
ment strength setting circuit is configured to set the edge
enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter for
each pixel, based on the edge strength calculated by the
second edge strength calculation circuit and the variation
calculated by the variation calculation circuit. This achieves
adaptive change of the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter for each pixel depending on the edge
strength of each pixel and the variation in the image.
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In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to a first enhancement strength if the pixel has an edge
strength lower than a first threshold and belongs to a flat area
of'the image, and set the enhancement strength for a pixel to
a second enhancement strength higher than the first enhance-
ment strength if the pixel has an edge strength higher than
or equal to the first threshold and belongs to an edge area of
the image.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
to a relatively low first enhancement strength, which helps
avoid enhancement of noise in the flat area. The enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the
image is set to a relatively high second enhancement
strength, which effectively enhances edges. Consequently, in
edge enhancement, enhancement of noise is avoided while
edges are enhanced.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the first enhancement strength
depending on the edge strength so as increase with an
increase in edge strength if the pixel belongs to a flat area
adjacent to an edge area.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength setting circuit is configured to set an enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area adjacent to an
edge area to a first enhancement strength depending on the
edge strength so that the enhancement strength increases
with an increase in edge strength. Such minute control of the
first enhancement strength for a boundary area between edge
and flat areas depending on the edge strength achieves
smooth change of the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter, in comparison with setting a uniform
enhancement strength for the whole flat area. This avoids
rendering the image artificial in a boundary area between
edge and flat areas.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to the second enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to an edge area of the image in which the variation
is smaller than a predetermined value, and set the enhance-
ment strength for a pixel to a third enhancement strength
higher than the second enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to an edge area of the image in which a variation is
greater than or equal to the predetermined value.

According to such embodiments, in setting an enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an edge area, the
enhancement strength for an image in which the variation is
greater than or equal to a predetermined value (image with
a large motion) is set to an enhancement strength higher than
that of an image (image with a small motion) in which the
variation is smaller than the predetermined value, which
helps avoid blurred edges due to motion.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to a fourth enhancement strength higher than the
second enhancement strength if the pixel has an edge
strength higher than or equal to the second threshold and
belongs to an exceptional area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to an exceptional area of the
image such as a reflection area of a light source is set to the
fourth enhancement strength higher than the second
enhancement strength, which effectively enhances the
exceptional area. Consequently, the exceptional area is
effectively sharpened.
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In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to the fourth enhancement strength if the pixel belongs
to the exceptional area of the image in which the variation
is smaller than a predetermined value, and set the enhance-
ment strength for a pixel to a fifth enhancement strength
higher than the fourth enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to the exceptional area of the image in which the
variation is greater than or equal to the predetermined value.

According to such embodiments, in setting an enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an exceptional area,
the enhancement strength for an image in which the varia-
tion is greater than or equal to a predetermined value (image
with a large motion) is set to an enhancement strength higher
than that of an image in which the variation is smaller than
the predetermined value (image with a small motion), which
helps avoid blurred exceptional areas due to motion.

In some embodiments, the denoising circuit further
includes a frequency analyzing circuit configured to analyze
a spatial frequency of the edge based on a result of detection
by the first edge detection circuit. The edge enhancement
circuit further includes a highpass filter connected in a stage
preceding the edge enhancement filter and a second filter
strength setting circuit configured to set a filter strength of
the highpass filter for each image, based on a result of
analysis by the frequency analyzing circuit.

According to such embodiments, the highpass filter con-
nected in a preceding stage of the edge enhancement filter
helps avoid enhancement of low-frequency noise by the
edge enhancement filter. The second filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set a filter strength of the highpass
filter for each image based on spatial frequencies of edges.
This achieves adaptive change of the allowable range of the
filter strength of the highpass filter for each image depending
on spatial frequencies of edges.

In some embodiments, the second filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set the filter strength so as to realize
a relatively low cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of
edge centers on a relatively low frequency domain in the
image, and set the filter strength so as to realize a relatively
high cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of the edge
centers on a relatively high frequency domain in the image.

According to such embodiments, for an image in which
spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively low
frequency domain (image including many low-frequency
edges), the filter strength is set so as to realize a relatively
low cut-off frequency for allowing low-frequency edges to
pass through the highpass filter, which achieves enhance-
ment of low-frequency edges by the edge enhancement
filter. For an image in which spatial frequencies of edges
center on a relatively high frequency domain (image includ-
ing many middle- to high-frequency edges), the filter
strength is set so as to realize a relatively high cut-off
frequency for allowing the highpass filter to shut low-
frequency noise, which helps avoid enhancement of low-
frequency noise by the edge enhancement filter. Middle- to
high-frequency edges pass through the highpass filter and
thus are effectively enhanced by the edge enhancement filter.

In some embodiments, the denoising circuit is configured
to process the image including color data, and the edge
enhancement circuit is configured to process the image
including luminance and chrominance data.

According to such embodiments, the denoising circuit is
configured to process the image including color data (for
example, image in Bayer region) and the edge enhancement
circuit is configured to process an image including lumi-
nance and chrominance data (for example, image of YUV
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region). Performing such denoising on an image of Bayer
region before color space conversion achieves efficient
removal of noise in an early stage, and as a consequence,
helps prevent noise from propagating during color space
conversion.

According to an aspect of an image processing method, an
edge is detected in the image, and the edge strength of each
pixel in the image is calculated based on a result of detec-
tion. A filter strength of the lowpass filter is set for each
pixel, based on the calculated edge strength. This achieves
adaptive change of the filter strength of the lowpass filter for
each pixel, depending on the edge strength of each pixel. For
example, the filter strength for pixels belonging to a flat area
of the image is set relatively high, which removes noise
efficiently, while the filter strength for pixels belonging to an
edge area of the image is set relatively low, which helps
avoid smoothing of edges. Thus edge enhancement is per-
formed on the image from which noise has been efficiently
removed, which helps avoid enhancement of noise in edge
enhancement. Consequently, noise suppression and edge
enhancement are both achieved efficiently.

Furthermore, the edge in the image is detected, and an
edge strength of each pixel in the image based on a result of
detection. An edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter is set for each pixel, based on the
calculated edge strength. This achieves adaptive change of
the enhancement strength of the enhancement strength of the
edge enhancement filter for each pixel depending on the
edge strength of each pixel. For example, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
relatively low, which helps avoid enhancement of residual
noise, while the enhancement strength for pixels belonging
to an edge area of the image is set relatively high, which
effectively enhances the edge. Consequently, since enhance-
ment of noise is avoided while edges are enhanced, noise
suppression and edge enhancement are both achieved effi-
ciently.

An image processor according to another aspect includes
a lowpass filter configured to remove noise from the image,
an edge detection circuit configured to detect an edge in the
image, an edge strength calculation circuit configured to
calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the image based
on a result of detection by the edge detection circuit, a
frequency analyzing circuit configured to analyze a spatial
frequency of the edge based on a result of detection by the
edge detection circuit, a range setting circuit configured to
set an allowable range of the filter strength of the lowpass
filter for each image based on a result of analysis by the
frequency analyzing circuit, and a filter strength setting
circuit configured to set a filter strength of the lowpass filter
for each pixel within allowable range set by the range setting
circuit, based on the edge strength calculated by the edge
strength calculation circuit.

According to this aspect, the edge detection circuit is
configured to detect an edge in an image. The edge strength
calculation circuit is configured to calculate an edge strength
of each pixel in the image based on a result of detection by
the edge detection circuit. The frequency analyzing circuit is
configured to analyze a spatial frequency of the edge based
on a result of detection by the edge detection circuit. The
range setting circuit is configured to set an allowable range
of the filter strength of the lowpass filter for each image
based on a result of analysis by the frequency analyzing
circuit. The filter strength setting circuit is configured to set
the filter strength of the lowpass filter for each pixel within
the allowable range set by the range setting circuit, based on
the edge strength calculated by the edge strength calculation
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circuit. This achieves adaptive change of the filter strength
of the lowpass filter for each pixel, depending on the edge
strength of each pixel. For example, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set relatively
high, which removes noise efficiently, while the filter
strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the image is
set relatively low, which helps avoid smoothing of edges.
Thus edge enhancement is performed on the image from
which noise has been efficiently removed, which helps avoid
enhancement of noise in edge enhancement. Consequently,
noise suppression and edge enhancement are both achieved
efficiently. Furthermore, the allowable range of the filter
strength of the lowpass filter is adaptively changed for each
image depending on the spatial frequencies of edges. This
achieves optimal settings of the allowable range of the filter
strength depending on the spatial frequencies of edges.

In some embodiments, the filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set the filter strength for a pixel to a first filter
strength if the pixel has an edge strength lower than a first
threshold and belongs to a flat area of the image, and set the
filter strength for a pixel to a second filter strength lower
than the first filter strength if the pixel has an edge strength
higher than or equal to the first threshold and belongs to an
edge area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set to a
relatively high first filter strength, which removes noise in
the flat area efficiently. The filter strength for pixels belong-
ing to an edge area of the image is set to a relatively low
second filter strength, which helps avoid smoothing of
edges. Consequently, in denoising, smoothing of edges is
avoided while noise in the flat area is removed efficiently.

In some embodiments, the filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set the filter strength for a pixel to a third filter
strength lower than the second filter strength if the pixel has
an edge strength higher than or equal to the second threshold
and belongs to an exceptional area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to an exceptional area of the image such as
a reflection area of a light source is set to a third filter
strength lower than the second filter strength, which helps
avoid smoothing of exceptional areas. Consequently, blur-
ring of an exceptional area to render the image artificial is
avoided in advance.

In some embodiments, the filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set the second filter strength depending on the
edge strength so as to decrease with an increase in edge
strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area.

According to such embodiments, the filter strength setting
circuit is configured to set the second filter strength depend-
ing on the edge strength so as to decrease with an increase
in edge strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area. Such
minute control of the second filter strength depending on the
edge strength achieves smooth change of the filter strength
of the lowpass filter, in comparison with setting a uniform
filter strength for the whole edge area. This avoids rendering
the image artificial.

In some embodiments, the range setting circuit is config-
ured to set the allowable range so as to distribute the filter
strength in a relatively high range if the spatial frequency of
the edge centers on a relatively low frequency domain in the
image, and set the allowable range so as to distribute the
filter strength in a relatively low range if the spatial fre-
quency of the edge centers on a relatively high frequency
domain in the image.

According to such embodiments, for an image in which
spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively low
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frequency domain (image including many flat areas), an
allowable range is set so that the filter strength is distributed
in a relatively high range, which removes noise in flat areas
efficiently. For an image in which spatial frequencies of
edges center on a relatively high frequency domain (image
including many middle- to high-frequency edges), an allow-
able range is set so that the filter strength is distributed in a
relatively low range, which helps avoid smoothing of edges.
Consequently, in denoising, smoothing of edges is avoided
while noise in the flat area is removed efficiently.

An image processing method according to another aspect
includes removing noise from an image by a lowpass filter,
detecting an edge in the image, calculating an edge strength
of each pixel in the image, based on a result of detection
from the detecting an edge, analyzing a spatial frequency of
the edge based on a result of detection from the detecting an
edge, setting an allowable range of the filter strength of the
lowpass filter for each image based on a result of analysis
from the analyzing a spatial frequency, and setting the filter
strength of the lowpass filter within the allowable range set
in the setting an allowable range for each pixel based on the
edge strength calculated in the calculating an edge strength.

In this aspect, an edge is detected in the image, and the
edge strength of each pixel in the image is calculated based
on a result of detection. A spatial frequency of an edge is
analyzed based on a result of detection, and an allowable
range of the filter strength of the lowpass filter is set for each
image based on a result of analysis. The filter strength of the
lowpass filter is set within the allowable range for each
pixel, based on the calculated edge strength. This achieves
adaptive change of the filter strength of the lowpass filter for
each pixel, depending on the edge strength of each pixel. For
example, the filter strength for pixels belonging to a flat area
of the image is set relatively high, which removes noise
efficiently, while the filter strength for pixels belonging to an
edge area of the image is set relatively low, which helps
avoid smoothing of edges. Thus edge enhancement is per-
formed on the image from which noise has been efficiently
removed, which helps avoid enhancement of noise in edge
enhancement. Consequently, noise suppression and edge
enhancement are both achieved efficiently. Furthermore, the
allowable range of the filter strength of the lowpass filter is
adaptively changed for each image depending on the spatial
frequencies of edges. This achieves optimal settings of the
allowable range of the filter strength depending on the
spatial frequencies of edges.

An image processor according to another aspect includes
an edge enhancement filter configured to enhance an edge in
the image, an edge detection circuit configured to detect the
edge in the image, an edge strength calculation circuit
configured to calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the
image, based on a result of detection by the edge detection
circuit, a variation calculation circuit configured to calculate
a variation in the image, based on chronologically succes-
sive images, and an enhancement strength setting circuit
configured to set the edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter for each pixel, based on the edge strength
calculated by the edge strength calculation circuit and the
variation calculated by the variation calculation circuit.

According to this aspect, the edge detection circuit is
configured to detect an edge in an image. The edge strength
calculation circuit is configured to calculate an edge strength
of each pixel in the image based on a result of detection by
the edge detection circuit. The variation calculation circuit is
configured to calculate a variation in the image, based on
chronologically successive images. The enhancement
strength setting circuit is configured to set the edge enhance-
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ment strength of the edge enhancement filter for each pixel,
based on the edge strength calculated by the edge strength
calculation circuit and the variation calculated by the varia-
tion calculation circuit. This achieves adaptive change of the
enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter for
each pixel depending on the edge strength of each pixel and
the variation in the image. For example, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
relatively low, which helps avoid enhancement of noise,
while the enhancement strength for pixels belonging to an
edge area of the image is set relatively high, which effec-
tively enhances the edge. Consequently, since enhancement
of noise is avoided while edges are enhanced, noise sup-
pression and edge enhancement are both achieved effi-
ciently. Furthermore, the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter is adaptively changed depending on the
variation in the image. This achieves appropriate settings of
the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
depending on the variation in the image.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to a first enhancement strength if the pixel has an edge
strength lower than a first threshold and belongs to a flat area
of'the image, and set the enhancement strength for a pixel to
a second enhancement strength higher than the first enhance-
ment strength if the pixel has an edge strength higher than
or equal to the first threshold and belongs to an edge area of
the image.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
to a relatively low first enhancement strength, which helps
avoid enhancement of noise in the flat area. The enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the
image is set to a relatively high second enhancement
strength, which effectively enhances edges. Consequently, in
edge enhancement, enhancement of noise is avoided while
edges are enhanced.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the first enhancement strength
depending on the edge strength so as increase with an
increase in edge strength if the pixel belongs to a flat area
adjacent to an edge area.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength setting circuit is configured to set an enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area adjacent to an
edge area to a first enhancement strength depending on the
edge strength so that the enhancement strength increases
with an increase in edge strength. Such minute control of the
first enhancement strength for a boundary area between edge
and flat areas depending on the edge strength achieves
smooth change of the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter, in comparison with setting a uniform
enhancement strength for the whole flat area. This avoids
rendering the image artificial in a boundary area between
edge and flat areas.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to the second enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to an edge area of the image in which the variation
is smaller than a predetermined value, and set the enhance-
ment strength for a pixel to a third enhancement strength
higher than the second enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to an edge area of the image in which a variation is
greater than or equal to the predetermined value.

According to such embodiments, in setting an enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an edge area, the
enhancement strength for an image in which the variation is
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greater than or equal to a predetermined value (image with
a large motion) is set to an enhancement strength higher than
that of an image (image with a small motion) in which the
variation is smaller than the predetermined value, which
helps avoid blurred edges due to motion.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to a fourth enhancement strength higher than the
second enhancement strength if the pixel has an edge
strength higher than or equal to the second threshold and
belongs to an exceptional area of the image.

According to such embodiments, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to an exceptional area of the
image such as a reflection area of a light source is set to the
fourth enhancement strength higher than the second
enhancement strength, which effectively enhances the
exceptional area. Consequently, the exceptional area is
effectively sharpened.

In some embodiments, the enhancement strength setting
circuit is configured to set the enhancement strength for a
pixel to the fourth enhancement strength if the pixel belongs
to the exceptional area of the image in which the variation
is smaller than a predetermined value, and set the enhance-
ment strength for a pixel to a fifth enhancement strength
higher than the fourth enhancement strength if the pixel
belongs to the exceptional area of the image in which the
variation is greater than or equal to the predetermined value.

According to such embodiments, in setting an enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an exceptional area,
the enhancement strength for an image in which the varia-
tion is greater than or equal to a predetermined value (image
with a large motion) is set to an enhancement strength higher
than that of an image in which the variation is smaller than
the predetermined value (image with a small motion), which
helps avoid blurred exceptional areas due to motion.

In some embodiments, the image processor further
includes a highpass filter connected in a stage preceding the
edge enhancement filter and a filter strength setting circuit
configured to set a filter strength of the highpass filter for
each image based on the spatial frequency of edge.

According to such embodiments, the highpass filter con-
nected in a preceding stage of the edge enhancement filter
helps avoid enhancement of low-frequency noise by the
edge enhancement filter. The filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set a filter strength of the highpass filter for
each image based on spatial frequencies of edges. This
achieves adaptive change of the allowable range of the filter
strength of the highpass filter for each image depending on
spatial frequencies of edges.

In some embodiments, the filter strength setting circuit is
configured to set the filter strength so as to realize a
relatively low cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of
edge centers on a relatively low frequency domain in the
image, and set the filter strength so as to realize a relatively
high cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of the edge
centers on a relatively high frequency domain in the image.

According to such embodiments, for an image in which
spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively low
frequency domain (image including many low-frequency
edges), the filter strength is set so as to realize a relatively
low cut-off frequency for allowing low-frequency edges to
pass through the highpass filter, which achieves enhance-
ment of low-frequency edges by the edge enhancement
filter. For an image in which spatial frequencies of edges
center on a relatively high frequency domain (image includ-
ing many middle- to high-frequency edges), the filter
strength is set so as to realize a relatively high cut-off
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frequency for allowing the highpass filter to shut low-
frequency noise, which helps avoid enhancement of low-
frequency noise by the edge enhancement filter. Middle- to
high-frequency edges pass through the highpass filter and
thus are effectively enhanced by the edge enhancement filter.

An image processing method according to another aspect
includes enhancing an edge in the image, detecting an edge
in the image, calculating an edge strength of each pixel in the
image based on a result of detection in the detecting an edge,
calculating a variation in the image based on chronologically
successive images, and setting an edge enhancement
strength of an edge enhancement filter for each pixel, based
on the edge strength calculated in the calculating an edge
strength and the variation calculated in the calculating a
variation.

In this aspect, an edge is detected in the image, the edge
strength of each pixel in the image is calculated based on a
result of detection, and a variation in the image is calculate
based on chronologically successive images. An edge
enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter is set
for each pixel, based on the calculated edge strength and the
calculated variation and. This achieves adaptive change of
the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter for
each pixel depending on the edge strength of each pixel and
the variation in the image. For example, the enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
relatively low, which helps avoid enhancement of noise,
while the enhancement strength for pixels belonging to an
edge area of the image is set relatively high, which effec-
tively enhances the edge. Consequently, since enhancement
of noise is avoided while edges are enhanced, noise sup-
pression and edge enhancement are both achieved effi-
ciently. Furthermore, the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter is adaptively changed depending on the
variation in the image. This achieves appropriate settings of
the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
depending on the variation in the image.

Some embodiments of the present invention achieve both
noise suppression and edge enhancement efficiently.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention are described in
detail below referring to the drawings. It should be noted
that identical reference numerals throughout the drawings
indicate identical or equivalent elements.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of an
image processor 1 according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the image
processor 1 includes a denoising unit 2, a color space
converter 3 connected in a stage subsequent to the denoising
unit 2, and an edge enhancement unit 4 connected in a stage
subsequent to the color space converter 3. The image
processor 1 performs denoising, color space conversion, and
edge enhancement in this order on image data of moving
image input from, for example, an external video camera.

The denoising unit 2 receives an input of image data
including color data (image data of RGrGbB color space in
Bayer array in the example of the present embodiment). The
denoising unit 2 may include suitable logic, circuitry, inter-
faces, and/or code that may be operable to perform denois-
ing on the input image.

The color space converter 3 may include suitable logic,
circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable to
convert the image data of RGrGbB color space input from
the denoising unit 2 into image data including luminance
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and chrominance data (image data of YUV color space in the
example of the present embodiment).

The edge enhancement unit 4 may include suitable logic,
circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable to
perform edge enhancement on the image data of YUV color
space input from the color space converter 3.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the
denoising unit 2. FIG. 2 illustrates a relation of connection
of the denoising unit 2 including a two-dimensional lowpass
filter 11, a filter strength setting unit 12, an edge strength
calculation unit 13, an edge detection unit 14, and buffers 15
and 16, which are all configured as hardware. The denoising
unit 2 also includes a CPU 17 that may be operable as range
setting unit 18 and frequency analyzing unit 19. The range
setting unit 18 and frequency analyzing unit 19 may be
configured as hardware.

The two-dimensional lowpass filter 11 may include suit-
able logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code, examples of
which include a 13-tap programmable filter (FIR filter). The
edge detection unit 14 may include suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces, and/or code, examples of which include a 5-tap
Sobel filter.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit 4. FIG. 3 illustrates a relation of connec-
tion of the edge enhancement unit 4 including an edge
enhancement filter 20, an enhancement strength setting unit
21, an edge strength calculation unit 22, an edge detection
unit 23, a variation calculation unit 24, an adder 25, and a
three-dimensional noise reduction filter 26, which are all
configured as hardware.

The edge enhancement filter 20 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code, examples of which
include a 13-tap programmable filter. The edge detection
unit 23 may include suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces,
and/or code, examples of which include a 5-tap Sobel filter.
Examples of the three-dimensional noise reduction filter 26
include a motion-adaptive filter having a smaller circuit size
than a motion-compensation filter.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, description is given below of an
operation of the image processor 1 according to the present
embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 2, image data to be processed by the
denoising unit 2 is input to the two-dimensional lowpass
filter 11 and the edge detection unit 14.

The edge detection unit 14 detects edges in each pixel
included in one frame of the image in eight directions (four
directions of up, down, left, and right, and four oblique
directions). The edge detection unit 14 performs edge detec-
tion only on one component of the RGrGbB color space (for
example, Gr component). Edge detection on two or more
components (for example, Gr and Gb components), how-
ever, may be performed to achieve higher accuracy.

The edge strength calculation unit 13 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable
to calculate the edge strength of each pixel on the basis of
edge detection by the edge detection unit 14. For example,
the edge strength of each pixel is calculated by obtaining a
square root of total edge strength in eight directions of each
pixel.

The frequency analyzing unit 19 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable
to analyze spatial frequencies of edges in the image, on the
basis of edge detection by the edge detection unit 14.
Frequency analysis can be performed by a common analyti-
cal method such as two-dimensional Fourier transform.
Information on the spatial frequencies of edges in each
image analyzed by the frequency analyzing unit 19 is input
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to the range setting unit 18 and the buffer 16. Since the
spatial frequencies of the whole one frame need to be
analyzed, results of analysis by the frequency analyzing unit
19 regarding a current frame is used for settings of the
following frame, and results of analysis regarding the pre-
vious frame is used for settings of the current frame. The
image to be analyzed by the frequency analyzing unit 19 is
not limited to an image after edge detection, but may be an
input image before edge detection. Instead of analyzing the
spatial frequencies of the whole one frame, spatial frequency
analysis may be performed on one area (for example, one
area of 9-way split frame) including a feature area of the
image, which achieves reduction in circuit size.

The range setting unit 18 may include suitable logic,
circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable to set
an allowable range (allowable upper and lower limits) of the
filter strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11 for
each image for below-described flat and edge areas of the
image, on the basis of results of analysis by the frequency
analyzing unit 19. For example, in order to set a filter
strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11 with a
cut-off frequency (Fc), allowable upper and lower limits of
the cut-off frequency are set for each image, depending on
a frequency domain on which spatial frequencies of edges
center.

In the example of the present embodiment, the range
setting unit 18 sets the cut-off frequency in the range of 0.2
to 0.3 times a sampling frequency (Fs), if the spatial fre-
quencies of edges center on low- to middle-frequency
domains. If the spatial frequencies of edges center on
middle- to high-frequency domains, the cut-off frequency is
set in the range of 0.3 to 0.4 times the sampling frequency.
If the spatial frequencies of edges center on a low-frequency
domain, the cut-off frequency is set in the range 0f 0.1 t0 0.2
times the sampling frequency. In other words, the range
setting unit 18 sets the allowable range so that the filter
strength is distributed in a relatively high range for an image
in which spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively
low frequency domain, while setting the allowable range so
that the filter strength is distributed in a relatively low range
for an image in which spatial frequencies of edges center on
arelatively high frequency domain. If the spatial frequencies
of edges are widely decentralized across low- to high-
frequency domains, the range setting unit 18 sets the cut-off
frequency in the range of 0.1 to 0.4 times the sampling
frequency. In other words, the range setting unit 18 sets the
allowable range so that the filter strength is distributed in a
wide range, for an image in which spatial frequencies of
edges are widely decentralized across frequency domains.

The filter strength setting unit 12 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable
to set a filter strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter
11 for each pixel within the allowable range set by the range
setting unit 18, on the basis of the edge strength of each pixel
calculated by the edge strength calculation unit 13.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting of
a filter strength by the filter strength setting unit 12. The filter
strength setting unit 12 sets the filter strength to a filter
strength B1 equal to the allowable upper limit, for a pixel
having an edge strength lower than a first threshold A1 (pixel
belonging to a flat area of the image). For a pixel having an
edge strength higher than or equal to the threshold A1 and
lower than a second threshold A2 (pixel belonging to an
edge area of the image), the filter strength setting unit 12 sets
the filter strength to a filter strength B2 lower than the filter
strength B1 and higher than or equal to the allowable lower
limit. For a pixel having an edge strength higher than or
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equal to the threshold A2 (pixel belonging to an exceptional
area of the image such as a reflection area of a light source),
the filter strength setting unit 12 sets the filter strength to a
filter strength B3 lower than the allowable lower limit (zero
in the example of FIG. 4). As illustrated in FIG. 4, the filter
strength setting unit 12 sets the filter strength B2 stepwise
(six steps in the example of FIG. 4) depending on the edge
strength so that the filter strength decreases with an increase
in edge strength, for a pixel belonging to the edge area.

The two-dimensional lowpass filter 11 processes each
pixel of the input image on a component basis of R, Gr, Gb,
and B, with the filter strength set for each pixel by the filter
strength setting unit 12. Lowpass filtering with a desired
strength is realized by preparing a table of multiple filter
coeflicients corresponding to multiple filter strengths in
advance and selecting the filter coefficient corresponding to
the filter strength set by the filter strength setting unit 12 to
apply to the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11.

The image data denoised by the two-dimensional lowpass
filter 11 is input to the buffer 15.

Referring to FIG. 1, the color space converter 3 converts
image data of Bayer space input from the buffer 15 into
image data of YUV color space.

Referring to FIG. 3, image data to be processed by the
edge enhancement unit 4 is input to the edge enhancement
filter 20, the edge detection unit 23, the variation calculation
unit 24, and the adder 25.

The edge detection unit 23 detects edges in each pixel
included in one frame of the image in eight directions (four
directions of up, down, left, and right, and four oblique
directions). The edge detection unit 23 performs edge detec-
tion only on Y component of the YUV color space.

The edge strength calculation unit 22 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable
to calculate the edge strength of each pixel on the basis of
the results of edge detection by the edge detection unit 23.
For example, the edge strength of each pixel is calculated by
obtaining a square root of total edge strength in eight
directions of each pixel.

The variation calculation unit 24 may include suitable
logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be operable
to calculate a variation in an image on the basis of chrono-
logically successive images. For example, a sum of absolute
differences of pixel values of all pixels between current and
previous frames is obtained to calculate a variation of the
current frame from the previous frame. The variation cal-
culation unit 24 performs variation calculation only on Y
component of the YUV color space. Alternatively, the varia-
tion in an image may be calculated by obtaining a sum of
absolute differences of pixel values for each block having a
predetermined number of pixels (for example, 8x8 pixels)
and obtaining a total sum of the sums of absolute differences
of all blocks in one frame. Since the pixel values of the
whole one frame are required, results of variation calculation
regarding a current frame is used for settings of the follow-
ing frame, and results of variation calculation regarding the
previous frame is used for settings of the current frame.
Instead of calculating the variation in the image from the
pixel values of the whole one frame, variation in the image
may be calculated on the basis of pixel values of one area
(for example, one area of 9-way split frame) including a
feature area of the image, which achieves reduction in circuit
size.

The enhancement strength setting unit 21 may include
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be
operable to set an edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter 20 for each pixel, on the basis of the edge
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strength calculated by the edge strength calculation unit 22
and the variation calculated by the variation calculation unit
24.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting of
an enhancement strength by the enhancement strength set-
ting unit 21. The enhancement strength setting unit 21 sets
the enhancement strength to an enhancement strength D1
(for example, 0.5 times), for a pixel having an edge strength
lower than a first threshold C1 (pixel belonging to a flat area
of the image).

For a pixel having an edge strength higher than or equal
to the threshold C1 and lower than a second threshold C2
(pixel belonging to an edge area of the image), the enhance-
ment strength setting unit 21 sets the enhancement strength
to an enhancement strength D2 (for example, 1.0 times)
higher than the enhancement strength D1 if the variation in
the image is smaller than a predetermined value, while
setting the enhancement strength to an enhancement strength
D3 (for example, 1.2 times) higher than the enhancement
strength D2 if the variation in the image is greater than or
equal to the predetermined value.

For a pixel having an edge strength higher than or equal
to the threshold C2 (pixel belonging to an exceptional area
of the image), the enhancement strength setting unit 21 sets
the enhancement strength to an enhancement strength D4
(for example, 1.2 times) higher than the enhancement
strength D2 if the variation in the image is smaller than the
predetermined value, while setting the enhancement strength
to an enhancement strength D5 (for example, 1.44 times)
higher than the enhancement strength D4 if the variation in
the image is greater than or equal to the predetermined
value.

For edge and exceptional areas, different enhancement
strengths are employed depending on whether the variation
in the image is greater than or equal to a predetermined value
or not, but for flat areas, which are barely blurred due to
motion, enhancement strengths are not necessarily different
depending on the variation in the image.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating another example of setting
of an enhancement strength by the enhancement strength
setting unit 21. The enhancement strength setting unit 21
sets the enhancement strength depending on the edge
strength for a pixel belonging to a flat area adjacent to an
edge area, so that the enhancement strength linearly
increases with an increase in edge strength. A complicated
image having tangled flat and edge areas may appear arti-
ficial in the boundary area when there is a big difference in
enhancement strength between the flat and edge areas. In
processing such a complicated image, employing a setting
method as illustrated in FIG. 6 achieves smooth depiction of
aboundary area between flat and edge areas. This processing
is not necessary for a boundary area between edge and
exceptional areas, since change in edge strength in such area
is intrinsically big and not as small as that in a boundary area
between flat and edge areas.

The edge enhancement filter 20 performs enhancement on
Y component of each pixel of the input image with an
enhancement strength set for each pixel by the enhancement
strength setting unit 21.

The adder 25 adds the input image of YUV color space
and the edge-enhanced image of Y component input from
the edge enhancement filter 20 together, so as to output
edge-enhanced image data of YUV color space.

The three-dimensional noise reduction filter 26 performs
motion-adaptive noise reduction on the image data input
from the adder 25. The three-dimensional noise reduction
filter 26 thereby removes residual noise that has not been
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removed by the denoising unit 2 even when that noise has
been unnecessarily enhanced by the edge enhancement unit
4.

First Modification

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit 4 according to a first modification. A
two-dimensional highpass filter 27 and a filter strength
setting unit 28 are added to the configuration illustrated in
FIG. 3. The two-dimensional highpass filter 27 may include
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code, examples of
which include a 17-tap programmable filter. The output of
the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 is connected to the
inputs of the edge enhancement filter 20 and the edge
detection unit 23. The input of the edge detection unit 23
may alternatively connected to the input of the two-dimen-
sional highpass filter 27.

The filter strength setting unit 28 receives an input of
information on spatial frequencies of edges analyzed by the
frequency analyzing unit 19 via the buffer 16. The filter
strength setting unit 28 may include suitable logic, circuitry,
interfaces, and/or code that may be operable to set a cut-off
frequency of the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 to, for
example, Y2 of cut-off frequency equal to the allowable
upper limit of the strength set to the two-dimensional
lowpass filter 11. In the present modification, the filter
strength setting unit 28 sets the cut-off frequency to 0.1
times the sampling frequency, if the spatial frequencies of
edges center on low- to middle-frequency domains. If the
spatial frequencies of edges center on middle- to high-
frequency domains, the cut-off frequency is set to 0.15 times
the sampling frequency. If the spatial frequencies of edges
center on a low-frequency domain, the cut-off frequency is
set to 0.05 times the sampling frequency. In other words, the
filter strength setting unit 28 sets the filter strength so as to
realize a relatively low cut-off frequency for an image in
which spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively low
frequency domain, while setting the filter strength so as to
realize a relatively high cut-off frequency for an image in
which spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively
high frequency domain.

Since the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 is a pro-
grammable filter, it may function as a lowpass filter or a
band-pass filter to shut a frequency domain in which a noise
component exists. For example, if a noise component exists
in a high-frequency domain, the programmable filter may
function as a lowpass filter to shut the noise in the high-
frequency domain.

Second Modification

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of the edge
enhancement unit 4 according to a second modification. A
multiplier 29 and an enhancement strength setting unit 30
are added to the configuration illustrated in FIG. 3.

The enhancement strength setting unit 21 may include
suitable logic, circuitry, interfaces, and/or code that may be
operable to set an edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter 20 for each pixel, on the basis of the edge
strength calculated by the edge strength calculation unit 22.

The enhancement strength setting unit 30 sets a multipli-
cation coefficient of the multiplier 29 for each image, on the
basis of the variation in the image calculated by the variation
calculation unit 24. For example, the multiplication coeffi-
cient is set to 1.0 times when the variation in the image is
zero, and set so as to increase with an increase in variation.

The edge enhancement filter 20 performs enhancement on
Y component of each pixel of the input image with an
enhancement strength set for each pixel on the basis of the
edge strength by the enhancement strength setting unit 21.
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The multiplier 29 multiplies the edge-enhanced image of
the Y component input from the edge enhancement filter 20
by the multiplication coefficient set for each image on the
basis of the variation by the enhancement strength setting
unit 30, so as to further enhance the edge.

The adder 25 adds the input image of YUV color space
and the edge-enhanced image of Y component input from
the multiplier 29 together, so as to output edge-enhanced
image data of YUV color space.

Recapitulation

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the edge detection unit 14 (first edge detection circuit)
detects an edge in an image, and the edge strength calcula-
tion unit 13 (first edge strength calculation circuit) calculates
the edge strength of each pixel in the image, on the basis of
the results of detection by the edge detection unit 14. The
filter strength setting unit 12 (first filter strength setting
circuit) sets the filter strength of the two-dimensional low-
pass filter 11 for each pixel on the basis of the edge strength
calculated by the edge strength calculation unit 13. This
achieves adaptive change of the filter strength of the two-
dimensional lowpass filter 11 for each pixel, depending on
the edge strength of each pixel. For example, the filter
strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set
relatively high, which removes noise efficiently, while the
filter strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the
image is set relatively low, which helps avoid smoothing of
edges. Thus edge enhancement is performed by the edge
enhancement unit 4 on the image from which noise has been
efficiently removed by the denoising unit 2, which helps
avoid enhancement of noise in edge enhancement. Conse-
quently, noise suppression and edge enhancement are both
achieved efficiently.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the edge detection unit 23 (second edge detection
circuit) detects edges in the image and the edge strength
calculation unit 22 (second edge strength calculation circuit)
calculates the edge strength of each pixel in the image on the
basis of the results of detection by the edge detection unit 23.
The enhancement strength setting unit 21 sets an edge
enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter 20 for
each pixel on the basis of the edge strength calculated by the
edge strength calculation unit 22. This achieves adaptive
change of the enhancement strength of the edge enhance-
ment filter 20 for each pixel depending on the edge strength
of each pixel. For example, the enhancement strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set relatively
low, which helps avoid enhancement of residual noise, while
the enhancement strength for pixels belonging to an edge
area of the image is set relatively high, which effectively
enhances the edge. Consequently, since enhancement of
noise is avoided while edges are enhanced, noise suppres-
sion and edge enhancement are both achieved efficiently.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the filter strength for pixels
belonging to a flat area of the image is set to a relatively high
first filter strength B1, which removes noise in the flat area
efficiently. The filter strength for pixels belonging to an edge
area of the image is set to a relatively low second filter
strength B2, which helps avoid smoothing of edges. Con-
sequently, in denoising, smoothing of edges is avoided while
noise in the flat area is removed efficiently.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the filter strength for pixels
belonging to an exceptional area of the image such as a
reflection area of a light source is set to a third filter strength
B3 lower than the second filter strength B2, which helps
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avoid smoothing of exceptional areas. Consequently, blur-
ring of an exceptional area to render the image artificial is
avoided in advance.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 4, the filter strength setting unit
12 sets the second filter strength B2 depending on an edge
strength of pixels belonging to an edge areas so that the filter
strength decreases with an increase in edge strength. Such
minute control of the second filter strength B2 depending on
the edge strength achieves smooth change of the filter
strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11, in com-
parison with setting a uniform filter strength for the whole
edge area. This helps avoid rendering the image artificial.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the frequency analyzing unit 19 analyzes spatial
frequencies of edges on the basis of results of detection by
the edge detection unit 14, and the range setting unit 18 sets
an allowable range of the filter strength of the two-dimen-
sional lowpass filter 11 for each image on the basis of results
of analysis by the frequency analyzing unit 19. The filter
strength setting unit 12 sets the filter strength of the two-
dimensional lowpass filter 11 for each pixel within the
allowable range set by the range setting unit 18, on the basis
of the edge strength calculated by the edge strength calcu-
lation unit 13. This achieves adaptive change of the allow-
able range of the filter strength of the two-dimensional
lowpass filter 11 for each image depending on spatial
frequencies of edges.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, for an image in which spatial frequencies of edges
center on a relatively low frequency domain (image includ-
ing many flat areas), an allowable range is set so that the
filter strength is distributed in a relatively high range, which
removes noise in flat areas efficiently. For an image in which
spatial frequencies of edges center on a relatively high
frequency domain (image including many middle- to high-
frequency edges), an allowable range is set so that the filter
strength is distributed in a relatively low range, which helps
avoid smoothing of edges. Consequently, in denoising,
smoothing of edges is avoided while noise in the flat area is
removed efficiently.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the variation calculation unit 24 calculates a variation
in an image on the basis of chronologically successive
images. The enhancement strength setting unit 21 sets an
edge enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
20 for each pixel, on the basis of the edge strength calculated
by the edge strength calculation unit 22 and the variation
calculated by the variation calculation unit 24. This achieves
adaptive change of the enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter 20 for each pixel depending on the edge
strength of each pixel and the variation in the image.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the enhancement strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set to a
relatively low first enhancement strength D1, which helps
avoid enhancement of noise in the flat area. The enhance-
ment strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the
image is set to a relatively high second enhancement
strength D2, which effectively enhances edges. Conse-
quently, in edge enhancement, enhancement of noise is
avoided while edges are enhanced.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 6, the enhancement strength
setting unit 21 sets an enhancement strength for pixels
belonging to a flat area adjacent to an edge area to a first
enhancement strength D1 depending on the edge strength so
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that the enhancement strength increases with an increase in
edge strength. Such minute control of the first enhancement
strength D1 for a boundary area between edge and flat areas
depending on the edge strength achieves smooth change of
the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter 20,
in comparison with setting a uniform enhancement strength
for the whole flat area. This helps avoid rendering the image
artificial in a boundary area between edge and flat areas.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 5, in setting an enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to an edge area, the enhance-
ment strength for an image in which the variation is greater
than or equal to a predetermined value (image with a large
motion) is set to a third enhancement strength D3 higher
than that of an image (image with a small motion) in which
the variation is smaller than the predetermined value, which
helps avoid blurred edges due to motion.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 5, the enhancement strength for
pixels belonging to an exceptional area of the image such as
a reflection area of a light source is set to a fourth enhance-
ment strength D4 higher than the second enhancement
strength D2, which effectively enhances the exceptional
area. Consequently, the exceptional area is effectively sharp-
ened.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, as illustrated in FIG. 5, in setting an enhancement
strength for pixels belonging to an exceptional area, the
enhancement strength for an image in which the variation is
greater than or equal to a predetermined value (image with
a large motion) is set to a fifth enhancement strength D5
higher than that of an image in which the variation is smaller
than the predetermined value (image with a small motion),
which helps avoid blurred exceptional areas due to motion.

According to the image processor 1 in the above first
modification, the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 con-
nected in a preceding stage of the edge enhancement filter 20
helps avoid enhancement of low-frequency noise by the
edge enhancement filter 20. The filter strength setting unit 28
(second filter strength setting circuit) sets a filter strength of
the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 for each image on the
basis of spatial frequencies of edges. This achieves adaptive
change of the allowable range of the filter strength of the
two-dimensional highpass filter 27 for each image depend-
ing on spatial frequencies of edges.

According to the image processor 1 in the above first
modification, for an image in which spatial frequencies of
edges center on a relatively low frequency domain (image
including many low-frequency edges), the filter strength is
set so as to realize a relatively low cut-off frequency for
allowing low-frequency edges to pass through the two-
dimensional highpass filter 27, which achieves enhancement
of low-frequency edges by the edge enhancement filter 20.
For an image in which spatial frequencies of edges center on
a relatively high frequency domain (image including many
middle- to high-frequency edges), the filter strength is set so
as to realize a relatively high cut-off frequency for allowing
the two-dimensional highpass filter 27 to shut low-frequency
noise, which helps avoid enhancement of low-frequency
noise by the edge enhancement filter 20. Middle- to high-
frequency edges pass through the two-dimensional highpass
filter 27 and thus are effectively enhanced by the edge
enhancement filter 20.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the denoising unit 2 processes an image including
color data (for example, image in Bayer region) and the edge
enhancement unit 4 processes an image including luminance
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and chrominance data (for example, image of YUV region).
Performing such denoising on an image of Bayer region
before color space conversion achieves efficient removal of
noise in an early stage, and as a consequence, helps prevent
noise from propagating during color space conversion.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the edge detection unit 14 detects edges in an image,
and the edge strength calculation unit 13 calculates the edge
strength of each pixel in the image on the basis of the results
of detection by the edge detection unit 14. The frequency
analyzing unit 19 analyzes spatial frequencies of edges on
the basis of the results of detection by the edge detection unit
14, and the range setting unit 18 sets an allowable range of
the filter strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11
for each image on the basis of the result of analysis by the
frequency analyzing unit 19. The filter strength setting unit
12 sets a filter strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter
11 for each pixel within the allowable range set by the range
setting unit 18, on the basis of the edge strength calculated
by the edge strength calculation unit 13. This achieves
adaptive change of the filter strength of the two-dimensional
lowpass filter 11 for each pixel, depending on the edge
strength of each pixel. For example, the filter strength for
pixels belonging to a flat area of the image is set relatively
high, which removes noise efficiently, while the filter
strength for pixels belonging to an edge area of the image is
set relatively low, which helps avoid smoothing of edges.
Thus edge enhancement is performed on the image from
which noise has been efficiently removed, which helps avoid
enhancement of noise in edge enhancement. Consequently,
noise suppression and edge enhancement are both achieved
efficiently. Furthermore, the allowable range of the filter
strength of the two-dimensional lowpass filter 11 is adap-
tively changed for each image depending on the spatial
frequencies of edges. This achieves optimal settings of the
allowable range of the filter strength depending on the
spatial frequencies of edges.

According to the image processor 1 in the above embodi-
ment, the edge detection unit 23 detects edges in an image,
the edge strength calculation unit 22 calculates the edge
strength of each pixel in the image on the basis of the results
of detection by the edge detection unit 23, and the variation
calculation unit 24 calculates a variation in the image on the
basis of chronologically successive images. The enhance-
ment strength setting unit 21 sets an edge enhancement
strength of the edge enhancement filter 20 for each pixel, on
the basis of the edge strength calculated by the edge strength
calculation unit 22 and the variation calculated by the
variation calculation unit 24. This achieves adaptive change
of the enhancement strength of the edge enhancement filter
20 for each pixel depending on the edge strength of each
pixel and the variation in the image. For example, the
enhancement strength for pixels belonging to a flat area of
the image is set relatively low, which helps avoid enhance-
ment of noise, while the enhancement strength for pixels
belonging to an edge area of the image is set relatively high,
which effectively enhances the edge. Consequently, since
enhancement of noise is avoided while edges are enhanced,
noise suppression and edge enhancement are both achieved
efficiently. Furthermore, the enhancement strength of the
edge enhancement filter 20 is adaptively changed depending
on the variation in the image. This achieves appropriate
settings of the enhancement strength of the edge enhance-
ment filter 20 depending on the variation in the image.

While the invention has been described in detail, the
foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative and not
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restrictive. It is understood that numerous other modifica-
tions and variations can be devised without departing from
the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An image processor comprising:

a denoising circuit configured to remove noise from an
image; and

an edge enhancement circuit connected in a stage subse-
quent to the denoising circuit and configured to
enhance an edge in the image,

the denoising circuit including

a lowpass filter configured to remove noise from the
image;

a first edge detection circuit configured to detect an edge
in the image;

a first edge strength calculation circuit configured to
calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the image
based on a result of detection by the first edge detection
circuit; and

a first filter strength setting circuit configured to set a filter
strength of the lowpass filter for each pixel, based on
the edge strength calculated by the first edge strength
calculation circuit,

the edge enhancement circuit including

an edge enhancement filter configured to enhance an edge
in the image;

a second edge detection circuit configured to detect the
edge in the image;

a second edge strength calculation circuit configured to
calculate an edge strength of each pixel in the image,
based on a result of detection by the second edge
detection circuit; and

an enhancement strength setting circuit configured to set
an edge enhancement strength of the edge enhancement
filter for each pixel, based on the edge strength calcu-
lated by the second edge strength calculation circuit.

2. The image processor according to claim 1, wherein

the first filter strength setting circuit is configured to

set the filter strength for a pixel to a first filter strength if
the pixel has an edge strength lower than a first thresh-
old and belongs to a flat area of the image, and

set the filter strength for a pixel to a second filter strength
lower than the first filter strength if the pixel has an
edge strength higher than or equal to the first threshold
and belongs to an edge area of the image.

3. The image processor according to claim 2, wherein

the first filter strength setting circuit is configured to set
the filter strength for a pixel to a third filter strength
lower than the second filter strength if the pixel has an
edge strength higher than or equal to the second thresh-
old and belongs to an exceptional area of the image.

4. The image processor according to claim 2, wherein

the first filter strength setting circuit is configured to set
the second filter strength depending on the edge
strength so as to decrease with an increase in edge
strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area.

5. The image processor according to claim 1, wherein

the denoising circuit further includes

a frequency analyzing circuit configured to analyze a
spatial frequency of the edge based on a result of
detection by the first edge detection circuit; and

a range setting circuit configured to set an allowable range
of the filter strength of the lowpass filter for each image
based on a result of analysis by the frequency analyzing
circuit, and
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the first filter strength setting circuit is configured to set
the filter strength of the lowpass filter for each pixel
within the allowable range set by the range setting
circuit, based on the edge strength calculated by the
first edge strength calculation circuit.

6. The image processor according to claim 5, wherein

the range setting circuit is configured to

set the allowable range so as to distribute the filter
strength in a relatively high range if the spatial fre-
quency of the edge centers on a relatively low fre-
quency domain in the image, and

set the allowable range so as to distribute the filter
strength in a relatively low range if the spatial fre-
quency of the edge centers on a relatively high fre-
quency domain in the image.

7. The image processor according to claim 1, wherein

the edge enhancement circuit further includes a variation
calculation circuit configured to calculate a variation in
the image, based on chronologically successive images,
and

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to
set the edge enhancement strength of the edge enhance-
ment filter for each pixel, based on the edge strength
calculated by the second edge strength calculation
circuit and the variation calculated by the variation
calculation circuit.

8. The image processor according to claim 7, wherein

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to a first enhance-
ment strength if the pixel has an edge strength lower
than a first threshold and belongs to a flat area of the
image, and

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to a second
enhancement strength higher than the first enhance-
ment strength if the pixel has an edge strength higher
than or equal to the first threshold and belongs to an
edge area of the image.

9. The image processor according to claim 8, wherein

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to
set the first enhancement strength depending on the
edge strength so as increase with an increase in edge
strength if the pixel belongs to a flat area adjacent to an
edge area.

10. The image processor according to claim 8, wherein

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to the second
enhancement strength if the pixel belongs to an edge
area of the image in which the variation is smaller than
a predetermined value, and

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to a third
enhancement strength higher than the second enhance-
ment strength if the pixel belongs to an edge area of the
image in which a variation is greater than or equal to
the predetermined value.

11. The image processor according to claim 8, wherein

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to
set the enhancement strength for a pixel to a fourth
enhancement strength higher than the second enhance-
ment strength if the pixel has an edge strength higher
than or equal to the second threshold and belongs to an
exceptional area of the image.
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12. The image processor according to claim 11, wherein

the enhancement strength setting circuit is configured to

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to the fourth
enhancement strength if the pixel belongs to the excep-
tional area of the image in which the variation is
smaller than a predetermined value, and

set the enhancement strength for a pixel to a fifth enhance-
ment strength higher than the fourth enhancement
strength if the pixel belongs to the exceptional area of
the image in which the variation is greater than or equal
to the predetermined value.

13. The image processor according to claim 7, wherein

the denoising circuit further includes a frequency analyz-
ing circuit configured to analyze a spatial frequency of
the edge based on a result of detection by the first edge
detection circuit, and

the edge enhancement circuit further includes

a highpass filter connected in a stage preceding the edge
enhancement filter; and

a second filter strength setting circuit configured to set a
filter strength of the highpass filter for each image,
based on a result of analysis by the frequency analyzing
circuit.

14. The image processor according to claim 13, wherein

the second filter strength setting circuit is configured to

set the filter strength so as to realize a relatively low
cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of edge
centers on a relatively low frequency domain in the
image, and

set the filter strength so as to realize a relatively high
cut-off frequency if the spatial frequency of the edge
centers on a relatively high frequency domain in the
image.

15. The image processor according to claim 1, wherein

the denoising circuit is configured to process the image
including color data, and

the edge enhancement circuit is configured to process the
image including luminance and chrominance data.

16. An image processing method comprising:

removing noise from an image; and

enhancing an edge in the image after the removing noise,

the removing noise including

removing noise from the image by a lowpass filter;

detecting an edge in the image;

calculating an edge strength of each pixel in the image
based on a result of detection in the detecting an edge
in the removing noise; and

setting a filter strength of the lowpass filter for each pixel,
based on the edge strength calculated in the calculating
an edge strength in the removing noise,

the enhancing an edge including

enhancing the edge in the image by an edge enhancement
filter;

detecting the edge in the image;

calculating an edge strength of each pixel in the image,
based on a result of detection from the detecting the
edge in the enhancing an edge; and

setting an edge enhancement strength of the edge
enhancement filter for each pixel, based on the edge
strength calculated in the calculating an edge strength
in the enhancing an edge.
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